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FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 

Mr. Editor—The recent disclosures respecting, the 
Oneida, and Troy Revivals (as they are called) are of 
such a character, as makes it the duty of all those 
friendly to the Religion of the Saviour to make those 
proceedings as public as possible, that mankind may 
be put on their guard: against such professed ambas- 
sadors of Christ; as Finney, Beman & Co. You will 
also find that there has (since these revivals) been a 
Convention of Presbyterian Clergymen, on the sub- 
ject of the excesses detailed in the account of these 
tevivals. It is a curious document and worth preser- 
vation’ in the columns of the Telescope and Miscel- 
jany. The account of the proceedings of this Con- 
Ventipn, with the remarksof the Editor of the Chris- 
tian Intelligencer, upon the same, will take up a con- 
siderable portion of your paper, but for one, I am sat- 
isfied that much good will result to the cause of ra- 
tional Christianity, by their extensive circulation ; 
and therefore hope you will give them an insertion 


in the Telescope. ge 
Yours, BEREAN. 
DR. IER. 
SERRE AMD 2p. BmMEAIS 
Our readers have not forgotten, we 


New-York, published in this eat the aiaih 
last. They may not however know 
that letter produced nota little schism in 


the orthodox ranks, and that in order to have 
the difficulties settled, and certain rules agreed 
upon among the pretchers of that sect for the 
better conducting of revivals throughout the 
country, Dr. Beecher found it advisable to call 
a Convention, of certain Presbyterian and Con- 
gregational ministers, to effect those objects. 
Such however was the fact. It appears that 
in the early part of the past summer, Dr. 
Beecher of Boston and Mr. Beman of Troy, 
(N.Y) wrote to twenty fuur orthodox preach- 
ers residing in diffierent parts of New-England 
and New-York, inviting them to meet in Con- 
vention in New-Lebanon (Conn.) on the 18th 
of July last; and that, according to this in- 
vitation, twelve out of the twenty four, joined 
by six or seven uninvited ones, assembled at 
the time and place previously designated, for 
the prosecution of the object for which the 
Convention was called. : : 
> "Fhe first sentiment that presents. itself to 
the mind, on turning our attention to that as- 
sembly of mere fallible, but arrogant and ‘in- 
fatuated men, is that of deep and strong ab- 
horrence of the extraordinary purpose for 
which they had assembled, viz :— 7'o teach the 
Hory Spierr how it should proceed in times of | 
Revivals, and to regulate its operations ac- 
cording to the contested votes of a majority of 
eighteen! Will it be said, that this language 
is too strong, as applied to the real object of 
the Convention? Then we say the members 
knew not themselves what they were about, 
or what is the meaning of theirown language, 
They expresly declare that “revivals of re- 
ligion are the-work of God's Spirit ;” and con- 
fess, that it was their grand object to “adopt 
measures to promote and conduct revivals of re- 
ligion.” What is this buta sacrilegious at- 
tempt tocommence, conduct, nianage, control 
and regulate the “‘work of the spirit,” and to 
instruct it how it shall preceed in igg® opera- 
tions? The language above used/t is true 


appears , but it describes a piece of 
arco and impious impertinence, and 
is no more than liter@lly just, qn the suppo- 
sition that the excitements, called revivals are 


authd® pretend they are, “the 
Spirit.” There is no way in 


value of the sects which approbate them. 
Let them admit this and they will be exoner- 
ated from the charge above named—but as 
long as they pretend, that those revivals are 
“the work of the Holy Spirit,” and yet pass / 
votes and take measures to get up, carry on 
and regulate that very ‘‘work,” so long will 
they be obnoxious to the complaint of pretend- 
ing to greater wisdom than the divine Spirit 
possesses and of attempting to take from it 
the regulation of its own operations. But it 
appears that the Convention, though it was 
packed by Dr. Beecher and his western coad- 
jutor with a view, undoubtedly, to. obtain 
from ita sanction of their notions of what is 
proper and what is improper, in revivals and 
also a justification of Dr. B’s. course which 
had given offence to some of his brethren,was 
not very well united in its deliberations, and 
that mest of the resolutions offered and votes 
taken were intended to cast some personal.re- 
flections upon the individual members of each 
of the two parties into which it was found the 
Convention had become divided. In some 
cases Dr. B. succeeded in carrying his points 
by obtaining votes to reprimand, in insidous 
terms, Messrs. Finney, Lansing, Aiken, &c. 
In others, Dr. B. got obliquely censured in his 
tnrn rticularly for writing his famous Le‘- 
ter and for expressing in Convention some 

doubt as te the propriety of certain extravaga- 

neces in times of revivals. 

We have not room in our paper for the in- 

sertion of all the minutes of this Convention, 

as they would fill something like eight of our 

columns. The minutes, it is true, are, some- 

thing of a curiosity, though to most of our 

readers the dry journal of propositions made, 

discussed, amended, withdrawn or passed, 

inter: in the mean time with calls to 

prayer, for singing for adjournments,Svc. would 

not, we are pursuaded, be acceptable. We 

will however go‘over the aceeunt and select 

the final votes, &c. in order that they may see 

what is to be permited and what reprehended 

in future, in times of orthodox revivals. 

It ars that the Convention met on the 

18th of July last at the house of a Mr. Betts 

in New-Lebanon,and was organized by choos- 


which the Convention can get rid of the|ing Rev. Dr. H. Humphrey, President of 


charge of designing to take from the Holy | Amherst , Moderator, and Rev. W. 
Spirit its own appropriate work, and of pre-|R. Weeksof Paris, N. Y. and Rev. H. Smith 
to.jnstractit by votes how it may, and jof Camden, N. ¥. Scribes. _ 


After attending to some business, 
such as ing that oinden nook 
town should “‘be requested to spend as much 
of their time as may be convenient, aad 
prayer for the divine on the delibera- 
tions” of this august y, and. passing 








sundry resolutions expressive of an agreement 
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59 
on some particular points peters tothe} “In promoting and conducting’ revivals of 
labors e jomacie Edwards. Ando-/ réligion, it is unsafe, and of a Uangerous ten- 


ver mtroduced the following pro ; 

“Ta social meetings of men and women, 
for religious worship, women are not to pray.” 

‘Phis solemn and i t resolution was 
discussed, from Thursday until Friday after- 
noon, when on taking the vote there were 
found to be 9 yeas and 9 declined voting— 
which was considered equivalent to a negative. 
As no decision was obtained by this vote, a 
proposition of an ite import was called 
up by Mr. Lansing, one of the Finney party 
in the following words : 

‘Phere may be circumstances in which it 
may be proper for females to pray in the pres- 
erice of men.” Decided in the negative, 8 
‘yeas 10 declined voting : 

‘It is improper for any person to appoint 

ingsin the congregations of acknowledg- 
éd [orthodox] ministers of Christ, or to intro- 
duce any measures to promote or conduct re- 
vivals of. religion, without first having obtain- 
‘ed the approbation of said [orthordox] minis- 
texs.” "Yeas 13. 


: Many ministers have suffered a great loss by 
the practice which this vote censures.—Some 
@ansient persons have entered within their 
settlement, and being more ingenious or suc- 
eessfhl, have succeeded in getting up revivals, 
securing the affections of the peopie and final- 
ty turning out the settled ministers and obtain- 
ing their places for themselves!—This vote 
-wasintended to preserve the living of the set- 
-#led preacher against the ambition of others 
seeking better fortunes. 
> “The calling of persons by name in public 
“prayer ought to be carefully avoided.’’—Pass- 
ved. 


“The calling of persons by name in social 
prayer ought to be carefully avoided.” —8 yeas 
Bdec. 

“Audible groaning in prayer, is,in all or- 

‘dinary cases te be discouraged; and violent 
gestares, and boisterous tones, in the same 

, xercises, areimproper.” Yeas 14. 

;. “Speaking against [orthodox] ministers of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, in regular standing, as 
eold, stupid, or dead, as unconverted, or en- 

- emies to revivals, as heretics or enthusiasts, or 

. disorganizers, as deranged or mad, [whether 
such charges are true or false, we presume, | is 
émproper.” Passed almost nemcon, 

** Language adapted to irritate, on account 
of itsmanifest- personality, such as deseribing 
the character, designating the place, or any 

_ thing which will point out an individual or in- 
dividuals before the assembly, as subjects of 
invidious remark, is in publie prayer and 

‘preaching, to beavoided.” After a consid- 
erable discussion, this proposition passed.— 
‘Yeas, 12. 

“To state things which asx NOT TRUB, Or 
not su d by evidence, for the purpose of 
‘awake sinners, or to represent their con- 
ition as more hopeless than it is, is 

; —: Strange to tell, this resolution pas- 





oe 


\ } 
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dency to connivé at acknowedged errors,” &c- 
Voted unanimously. 

“No measures should be adopted in promo- 
ting and conducting revivals of religion which 
those who adopt them are unwilling to have 
published, or which are not proper to be pub- 
lished to the world!!!” Passed. 

“As human instrdmentality must be em- 
ployed in promoting revivals of religion, some 
things undesirable may be expected to accom- 
pany them ; and as these things are often pro- 
claimed abroad and magnified, great caution 
should be exercised in listening to unfavora- 
ble reports. Yeas 11. 

‘Although revivals of religion may be so 
improperly conducted as to be attended with 
disasterous consequences to the church and the 
souls of men,” &c. Yeas 11. 

“Attempts to remedy evils existing in reviv- 
als of religion may, through the infirmity, in- 
indiscretion and wickedness of man, be more 
injury and ruin more souls, than those evils 
whieh such attempts are intended to correct,” 
Yeas 9. Nays 8. This was intended as a 
reprimand on Dr. Beecher for ‘attempting to 
remedy the evils existing” in the late revival 
at Troy. Dr. B. of course did not vote in the 
affirmative, on this proposition. 

“The writing of letters to individuals in the 
congregations of acknowledged [orthodox] 
ministers, or circulating letters that have been 
written by others, complaining of measures 
which may have been employed in revivals of 
religion &c.—ought to be carefully avoided.” 
Passed. Yeas9. This was, it seents, anoth- 
er reprimand on Dr. Beecher for writing his 
famous letter to Nettleton. 

“Evening meetings.continued to an unsea- 
sonable hour ought to be studiously avoided.” 
Passed. 

Thus, after eight long days of laborious, 

yerfal and grave deliberation, the world is 
informed of the mighty doings of this august 
convention. But to what, after all, do they a- 
mount? Nine tenths, if not all of the votes 
which were passed, it will be perceived were 
inte by those who introduced the resolu- 
tions, nsure the previous conduct ia rela- 
tion to révivals, of the individuals, who made 
up the two embitered and jealous parties that 
wete nt. In some cases the Beecher 
party, who called and sflected the convention, 
carried their points and obtained votes to con- 
demn the outrageous pra@tices of Finney & Co. 
in the late Oneida and Troy Ré@vivals. In 
others, the Finney party sueceeded in repri- 
manding the interference of Beecher; and 


|thus, after having criminated each other about 


equally, armnidst their own prayers and the 
prayers of the gobd people of New Lebanon, 
the convention adjourned, published its pto- 
ceedings Lo armed world the con¢entra- 
ted wisdom of eighteen divinies on the subject 
of revivals of religion. 

They have voted to sam up the whole and 
to embrace their most important 


‘ — 
Ss « 


fe? words,—T hat females are not to pray in 
the presence of men,—That, it is improper 
for a preacher to attempt to get up a revival 
witht the congregation of any settled ortho 
dex minister, without obtaining the consent 
of the latter, acting under his direction and 


giving to him all the gains,—T hat, the calling 


of persons by name in public prayer ought to 
be avoided, but that this goublinkinne te al- 
lowed in social prayer,—That, grunting, 
groaning, violent gestures, boisterous tones in 
the same exercise, are improper,— That, no 
person is to be permitted to speak against an 
orthodox minister or suspect him of being “‘un- 
converted,” “mad,” &c.—That, the practice, 
which is a very common one,.of “stating things 
which are not true,” for the purpose of ms 4 
ening sinners, is wrong,—That, the practice 
of conniving at acknowledged errors in times 
of revivals, is unsafe,—That, the practice of 
adopting measures to conduct revivals, which 
they are ashamed to have published, is not 
correct,—That, people abroad should believe 
no unfavorable reports circulating concerning 
the orthodox,—That, revivals of religion, if 
not conducted properly, may be attended with 
disasterous consequences,—That, attempts 
made to remedy existing evils in revivals, may 
do more injury than good,—That, the writing 
and circulating of letters, complaining of im- 
proper management in conducting a revival, 
should be reprehended; & —T hat people should 
not stay unseasonably at evening meetings. 

There is great wisdom in all this no doubt; 
but such is our misfortune we are unable to 
discover it. We have not, we confess, ever 
seen any thing that more fully convinced us, 
that there is not a hair’s breadth between the 
sublime and the ridiculous, than we have found 
in reading the minutes of this New Lebanott 
convention. 

We must ask the indulgence of our readers 
for having detained them so long on this sub 
ject. It is possible that their curiosity may 
be gratified by the perusal of the facts above 
named; but that they will see much in them 
to approve, we do. not expect. 

The perusal of the account, however, im- 
presses one idea most indelibly upon every 
‘thinking mind, and that is—That those pas 
sionate excitements originating in false terrors 
which are commonly called revivals of relig- 
ion, are well enough understood, even by the 
authors of them, to be the mere result of hu- 
man artifice and clerical management. 





FROM THE HINGHAM GAZETTE. 
‘MORAL REFLECTIONS. 

There is no object in the boundless store 
of Nature’s beauties, more lovely tham the 
ocean, lying under the beams of a full 
moon, and its radiant light dancing and spark- 
ling on the bosom ‘of the mighty deep; with 
dazzling brightness throwing a line of light 
the ripling wake of the barque that. 
skims its sutface; “ making a path to shine 
after it, as if thie deep were hoat Lip 





doings in a) 


momient, 4 silvéry sheet waving in broad 
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fulgeuce; the next, studded with diamonds 
of the richest lustre —While I contempluted 
this seene, on an evening which reminded me 
of that land “‘where the purple of the ocean is 
deepest in dye ;” a joyous group came crowd- 
ing to the shore, intent on the pleasure of an 
excursion on the water. They were not long 
in persuading me to join them; a light breeze 
soon wafted us from the shore, and the deck of 
the-gliding vessel was now the scene of social 
converse, or silent meditation. Who among 
then could behold the ocean, in its repose, 
without feeling a holy calm stvaling over his 
soul?. Yet how many were there amidst this 
little m@ltitude, whose minds were lifted to the 
source of this beautiful, li; ht-—the Maker of 
heaven, who walked her accustomed round be- 
fore us, and of the ocean in its sublimity ; 
in your mirth, fellow mortals, did ye re- 
member Him who sunk the depths of the un- 
fathomable'sea, and “shut it up with doors, 
saying, hitherto shalt thou come, but no fur- 
ther ; and here shall thy proud waves be stay- 
ed?” Did ye think to ‘ magnify his works’ 
when ye beheld the blue immensity spread 
over you as acanopy; or remember, for one 
moment, who it is that binds the sweet influ- 
ences of Pleiades, and loosens the bands of 
Orion? While ye made melody with your lips, 
were your hearts in harmony with the sweet 
sounds of praise to Him, who made the in- 
habitants of the mighty deep, leviathan in his 
strength and the countless myriads of the fin- 
ney tribes; and declared in his holy oracles 
that “whatsoever is under the whole heaven is 
mine? Were your passions stilled, and your 
vain desires checked in the presence of Him 
who gives to the seasons their beauty and va- 
riety ; who scattereth the clouds and spreadeth 
out the sky as a melten looking-glass? I 
would not interrupt your innocent joy by speak- 
ing on behalf of the Most High; but I would 
elevate your thoughts and assist you to draw 
from the fountains of the deep that wisdom 
which passeth understanding; and from 
objects in nature, that devotion which such an 
evening can hardly fail to inspire—Let us 
in peculiar richness, lift our hearts to Him 
who spreadeth out the heavens and treadeth 
on the waves ofthe sea; and who in is bounty 
has given to man so muchto elevate and refine 
his intellectual powers; and fit him for that 
state of being, in which the wonderful works 
of his Maker will be better uuderstood and 
enjoyed. 


INTERESTING VIHWS 
OF CHRISTIANITY. 

ses WO. 7. ; 
But of a.. the judicial proceediugs contained. 
in the deposition of the witnesses, there is un- 
questionably none more i than that 
which immediately concerns the person of the 
Messenger himself. It is also the most e¢ir- 
cumstantial, the oftenest : , and that to 
which all the witnesses make the: most direct 
and most frequent allusions. Here their tes- 
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1 compare them with one another, upon this 
essentia] point, they appear very harmonious. 

The Messenger is seized,examined,& inter- 
rogated by the magistrates of his own nation : 
they charge him to declare who he is: he does 
so: his answer is called blasphemy : false wit- 
nesses are brought against hin,and they equiv- 
ocate: he is condemned, aud delivered over 
to a superior and foreign tribunal: there he is 
again interogated : he gives nearly the same 
answers; the judge, cenvinced of his inno- 
cence, is desirous of releasing him ; the mag- 
istrates, who condemned him, persist in de- 
manding his death: they intimidate the supe- 
rior judge, who abandons him to their fury : 
le is crucificd, and buried: the magistrates 
seal up.the sepulchre, they place their own 
guards upon it, and in a-very short time after, 
the witnesses attest in the capital, and before 
those very magistrates, that he who was cru- 
cified is risen again. 

These are the most essential facts: I com- 
pare them together, and analyze them; and 
discover only two hypotheses which can satis- 
factorily account for the final event. 

Either the witnesses have carried away the 
body, or the Messenger is really risen again. 
I must decide between these two hypotheses, 
for I cannot discover a third. 

In the first place, I consider the particular 
opinions, the prejudices, the character cf the 
witnesses ; I observe their conduct, their cir- 
cumstances, the situation of their spirits and 
of their hearts’ before and after the death of 
their Master. * 

In the second place, I examine the-prejudi- 
ces, character, conduct, and allegations of 
their adversaries. 

The country of the witnesses is sufficient 
to point out their opinions and prejudices in 
general. I knowthat their nation professes 
to expect a temporal deliverer, and that he is 
the dearest object of their wishes and hopes. 

The witnesses, therefore, also expect.this 
deliverer ; and I find in their writings, many 
circumstances which confirm me in this opin- 
ion, and prove that they were persuaded, that 
He whom they call their Master was to be 
this temporal deliverer. In vain does this Mas- 
ter endeavour to spiritualize their ideas : they 
do not divest themselves of the national pre- 
judice, by which they are so strongly possess- 
ed. We trusted that it had been he who 
should have redeemed our nation. 

. ‘These men, whose ideas rise not above 
sensible things, have a simplicity and timidity, 
which they themselves do not conceal, Eve- 
ry moment they mistake the meaning of their 
Master’s discourses; and when he is seized, 
they fly. The most zealous amongst them, 
thrice, and even with imprecations, denies 
that he ever knew him; and I see this shame- 
ful cowardice minutely deseribed in the four 
principal depositions. : 

I cannet .doubt for one moment, but that: 





timony always centres. I meet with it in all 


were thoroughly of the realit 
pry miracles edt iy tee Master, foe 


the principal parts of the deposition ? and when | their senses alone were sufficient to ascertain 


theta paralytic walks; that a man former 

blind, now sees; that a dead man rises again. 
Neither can I doubt, that they were attached 
to this Master by a train of ideas, which they 
had formed themselves-respecting the end of 
his mission. The attachments of men have 
always a foundation; and the men of whom I 
speak, must shave for something from 
him, to whose fate they had linked their own. 

They hoped, then, at least, that he would 
have redeemed their nation from a i 
yoke : but that Master, from whom-they expect 
ed this great deliverance, is betrayed, deliver- 
ed up, abandoned, condemned, crucified and 
buried, and with him all their temporal hopes 
vanish.—He who had saved others, could not. 
save himself: his enemies triumph, his friends 
are humbled, astonished, and confounded. 

In such desperate circumstances, will the 
witnesses conceive the extravegant project of 
carrying away the body of their Master? shall 
I easily persuade myself, that such a project 
could. have entered into the heads of people 
so simple, so unpolished, so timid, so devoid 
of intrigue? What! will those very men, whe 
have but just now abandoned their Master in 
so cowardly a manner, form.all.at once.the 
strange resolution of carrying away his body, 
in opposition to the secular arm! Will they op» 
enly expose themselves to the greatest dan- 
gers! Will they brave a certain and crue 
death! And with what views? 

Either they are persuaded that their Maw 
ter will rise again, or they are not: if t 
are, it is evident, that they will resign hisbodg 
to the Divine Power ; if they are not, all thear 
temporal hopes must be annihilated. What then 
could they propose to themselves by carrying 
away the body, by publishing that he had ris- 
en again? But will men of this complexion, 
men without credit, without fortune, without 
authority, ever hope to procure any belief te 
so monstrous an imposture? — 

The exploit perhaps was easily effected < 
but the sepulchre is sealed; guards surround 
it; and those guards have been chosen, and 
placed there, by the very man who had the 

reatest interest to {prevent the imposture.— 

ow well suited were such precautions te 
drive from the minds of timid fishermen every 
idea of carrying away the body! Will men, 
who have neither silver nor gold, undertake te 
corrupt those guards? Will men, hated and 
despised by the goverment, find any hardy e& 
nough to lend them assistance? Will they 
flatter themselves, that their assistants will net 
betray them? 


But am I certain, thatthe sepulchre waa 
sealed, and thet guards were placed upon ®t 
| observe that this important, decisive circum. 
stance, is to be found only in the deposition of 
Matthew, and I am astonished atthis. I cere» 
fully enquire, therefore, whether this essenudi 
citeumstance on the narrative was contradiot- 
ed by those were most directly concerged_ 
oarws, and I am satisfied it never has berg - 
contradicted. I must therefore admit, Get 
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the relation of the witness remains in full 
force ; and that the mere silence of the other 
authots of the written deposition, cannot in 
the least degree invalidate his testimony on 
this point. 

Independently of @ testimony so express, 
how improbable is it in itself, that magistrates, 
who have great reason to dread an imposture, 
and who have in their hands the means to pre- 
vent it, will neglect to make use of those 
means! And if they haye not made use of 
them, what reasons can I assign for their con- 
duct? 

It will appear still more probable, that those 
magistrates have taken all the necessary pre- 
cautions, if I have proofs that they previously 
thought of the means of opposing the impos- 
ture. ‘Sir! we remember that that deceiver 
said, while he was yet alive, After three days 
I shall rise again. Command, therefore, that 
the sepulchre be made sure until the third 
day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal 
away the body, apd say unto the people he is 
risen from the dead. So the last error will be 
worse than the first.” 





FROM THE GREENFIELD HERALD. 
ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY. 

The following is an extract from a work 
recently published, entitled ““The Apocalypse 
of St. John; or prophecy of the rise, progress 
and fall of the Church of Rome, the Inquisi- 
tion, the French Revolution, the Universal 
War, and the final triumph of Christianity ; 
being anew Interpretation.” By Rev. George 
Croly. 

No conformity of circumstances can ac- 
count for the origin of Christianity. A Being, 
known to the world only as a Jewish peasant 
delivered a system of doctrine whieh ‘ovis: 
threw not merely some feeble philosophy, or 
some harsh and unpopular superstition, but 
the theory and establishment of the state of re- 
ligion, guarded and fought for by the armed 
strength of the most powerful rere 5 of 
the greatest of all empires. ‘Thousands and 
téns of thousands owed their daily bread to 
their connexion with that religion. Millions 
on millions had indentified it with all their con- 
ceptions of life, of enjoyment, and of that ob- 
scure view in which the heathen saw a life to 
come. The notable families owed a large 
pertion of their rank and influence to it. 
The emperior himself was the high priest. 
Old tradition, invigorating into living belief 
made it the pledge of safety to the empire— 
a sacred protector, without which the glories 
of Roman dominion were destined to inevit- 
able ruin. Yet, against this colossal and 
haughty erection—the consummate work of 
subtlety and strength—stood forth a solitary 
Being, and at his word the whole pile, the 
great fortress that towered up to heaven, came 
wall and gate to the nd. And by what 
means could this be Jone? By nothing that 


can find a parallel in the history of human im- 
pulse. Signal austerity, enthusiasm, wealth, 
tailitary genius, the promise of splendid suc- 


cess, visionary doctrines, the displays of a 
sensual paradise, have made prosleytes in bar- 
barous ages, are among the loose creeds of 
contending heresies. But the Founder of 
Christianity cast away all those weapons of 
our lower nature. He shrank from no dec- 
laration of the most unpalatable truth. He 
told the Jew that his spiritual pride was a dead- 
ly crime. He declared that the cherished im- 
purity of the Gentile was a deadly crime. 
He plucked up the temporal ambition of his 
followers by the roots, and told them, that if 
they were to be great, it must be through the 
grave.—In the full view of unpopularity, de- 
sertion and death, He pronounced upon the 
Jews the extinction of their national existence 
to the disiples, their lives of persecution. At 
the time of his death, his name had searcely 
passed beyond his dispised province ; and 
when it at length reached Rome, it was 
known only in contemptous connection with 
that of a crowd of unfortunate men con- 
demned to the rack andthe flame. Yet, with- 
in the life of man, His religion was constitu- 
ted the worship of emperor and people; 
His doctrines were acknowledged as inspira- 
tion, and the civilized world bowed down be- 
fore him asthe most exalted and sublime image 
of that God, whom the heaven and the heav- 
en of heavens, cannot contain.—Those won- 
ders are the mightiest phenomena on which 
the spirits of man gaze ; the stars of our mor- 
al twilight, and worthy.of our loftiest admi- 
ration, till the gates of the grave shall be 
unbarred, and the vision of glory shall spread 
before us without a cloud.“ 





EXTRACT FROM A SCOTCH PREACHER’S 
SHRMON. 

Twice had the sun gone down on the earth, 
and all as yet was quiet at the sepulchre; 
death held his sce over the Son of God ; 
still and silent the s passed on ; the gaurds 
stood by their posts, the rays of the midnight 
moon gleamed'on their helmets and on their 
spears ‘ the enemies of Christ exulted in their 
success, the hearts of his friends were sunk 
in despondency and sorrow; the spirits of 
glory waited with anxious suspense to behold 
the event, and wondered at the depth and the 
ways of God. At-length the morning star, 
arising in the east, announced the approach of 
light; the third day began to dawn on the 
world, when on a sudden the earth trembled to 
its centre, and the powers of Heaven were 
shaken ; an angel of God decended ; the guards 
shrunk back from the terror of his presence, 
and fell prostrate on the nd. His coun- 
tenance was like lightning, and his raiment 
was as white as snow; he rolled away the 
stone from the door of the sepulchre, and sat 
on it. But who is this that cometh from the 
‘tomb, with dyed garments from the bed of 
death _—He that is glorious in his appearance, 
walking in the greatness of his strength! it is 
thy Prince, oh Zion! Christian, it is your- 
Lord !—He hath trodden the wine press ; 








he hath stained his raiment with blood; but 





now as the first born from the womb of nature, 
he meets the morning of his ressutrection. — 
He arises, a conqueror from the grave; he re- 
ttrns with blessings from the world of spirits ; 
he brings salvation to the sons of rp Nev- 
er did the returning sun usher in a day so glo- 
rious! It was the jubilee of the universe! The 
morning stars sang together, and all the sons 
of God shouted for joy! The Father of mer- 
cies looked down from his throne in the Heav- 
ens with complacency; he beheld his world 
restored—he saw his work, that it was good. 
Then did the desert rejoice, the face of nature 
was gladdened before him, when the blessings 
of the Eternal descended,as the dews of heav- 
en, for the refreshing of the nations. 





Selescope and Miscellany. 


“ Earnestly contend for the faith.” 








Provipence, Saturpay, Oct. 13, 1827: 





REMARKS ’ 
Uponthe Circular Letter of the Hudson River Asso- 
ciation. 

This Letter commences by a reference to the fe- 
vour of God, in blessing them with a session in. the 
bonds of peace. From the intelligence which we 
have received, however, we should be led to think 
that the session was somewhat disturbed by an un- 
pleasant detail, though we cannot say but all the le- 
bours were pleasant to the Moderator. 

Appearances do not favour the belief, that the dif- 
ficulties, there introduced and discussed, are settled, 
or that they are brought to a conclusion so just that 
the parties are mutually satisfied with the decision 
of the Council. Of the merit of the complaints pre- 
ferred for the consideration of that body, we shall of- 
fer no decision of our own at present. The particu- 
lar feature of this letter, which we think deserves at- 
tention, is found in the second paragraph. “Experi- 
ence has taught us, that we have great need of cau- 
tion, that we may be suitably guarded both against 
the attacks of our numerous and determined enemies 
without ; and those more forminable and dangerous. 
enemies within ourselves: These last would lead us 
blindfolded to all the fatal exposures which the for- 
mer can desire.” ; 

Whether by the /atter class, the Moderator intend- 
ed to designate the Prince-Street Church, or Rev. 
Mr. Kneeland, we are not informed : If the Church: 
were intended, it leaves us to conclude, that in the 
Moderator’s opinion, they ought not to have exposed 
what they considered a course of inconsistency and 
down-right deception, when such a course waswilfully 
persisted in, against their warnings and admonitions:. 
But the Church, it seems, were of a different cpinion; 
and soare we. We think itisbetterto opena wound _ 
in season, than to suffer the inflamation to increase 5. 
or even to amputate a limb, rather than suffer the inw 
fection to spread and fatally destroy the whole bodyy  _ 
It is quite evident that he gave them reason to be- — 
lieve that he disregarded the authority of the inspired 
writers : Under this conviction they would have act~ _ 
ed an unworthy and hypocritical part to have held .-- 
their peace. Had they have been silent, they migh - 
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The fourth, contains a statement of the doctrine of 
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have been justly suspected of indifference té the | 


truth, or even of infidelity. When any ian, there- 
fore, discovers ‘down-right infidelity lurking under 
the mask of Christian profession, he cannot act an 
honest and consistent part without giving it his dis- 
countenance and an exposure for the benefit of all. 

The Moderator seems to think that such a disclo- 
sure will excite the exultation of our enemies witliout. 
Well, suppose it does : what is the consequence ?>— 
The answer is, they are furnished with an inconiro- 
vertible evidence that.the Prince-Street Church will 


not countenance a preacher unless he gives full proof 


that he is hearty and sincere in his belief of the 
scriptures And would this prove an injury to our 
eause? Would it afford any just ground of exulta- 
tion to our enemies ? So far from this is the fact, 
that it must be the very means of silencing their re- 
proaches, inasmuch as it proves the sincere attach- 
ment of the Prince-Street Church to the scriptures 
of inspiration. But suppose that Church were to 
countenance burlesque upon the scriptures, or upon 
certain parts gf the historical, prophetic and apostoli- 
cal writings : what would the enemies of our faith be 
authorized to think and say? Why, they might just- 
ly adopt the adage ; “like priest, like people”—all 
deists without the honesty to acknowledge the fact ! 
We have no doubt that our enemies would rejoice, 
most heartily, to have infidelity preached and coun- 
tenanced in all our Churches ; and this wo uld speed- 
ly accomplish the object of their wishes ; the certain 
ruin of all our societies. But here they are furnished 
with an example which tells them that they will look 
in vain for the object of their desires. 

Finally, we are fully convinced that it is a duty de- 
volving upon every Society and Church of our order 
to keep a watchful eye upon all the Pastors among 
them, and whenever they give indications of unbelief, 
in matters of revelation, to admonish them faithfully, 
and in case they persist therein, to dismiss and open- 
ly expose them. But every attempt to veil such de- 
ceptive evils only tends to strengthen the hands of 
infidelity, and accelerate the disgrace of our order. 
Hence the necessity of watchfulness and prayer, that 
we may be kept from the power of temptation, and 
saved from the evil and the punishment of being 
“ partakers of other men’s sins.” 





HUDSON'S LETTERS. 

Having obtained a copy of this work a few days 
since, we have given it a patient and candid perusal : 
and as it has been a subject of some controversy in 
the columns of this paper, we think it but just to of- 
fer a few remarks upon its character and merits. 

It is a book of 307 pages, containing Nine Letters, 
addressed to Rev. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, Mass. 
upon the subject of ruruRE RETRIBUTION. 

The first letter, besides some introductory remarks, 
contains a fair statement of the question at issue be- 
tween Mr. Hudson and Mr. Ballou, and the method 
for conducting the argument. : 
pares second, contains a statement of Mr. B's. sys- 

The third, embraces an-examination of Mr. B's. 
‘tguments in support of no future punishment. 


retribution. 


The fifth, is devoted to prove the doetrine of a fu- 
ture judgment... 

The sixth, is a collection of scripture proofs of a 
future retribution. 

The seventh, is employed to show by different 
kinds of evidence, the strong probability of future 
reward for virtue ; and of future misery for vice. 

The eight, is devoted to the consideration of such 
objections as have been urged by Mr. B. and others 
against the doctrine of future rewards and punish- 
ments. 

The ninth, compares the moral influence of the 
two systems, with some concluding remarks. 

Of this work, we are happy to say, it is written in 
a clear and manly style, and bearsevery mark of can- 
dour and fairness. ‘ 

A full and unvarnished statement of Mr. Ballou’s 
system, as well ashis own, is given without the least 
reserve, and the arguments of Mr. Ballou are met in 
a direct form. No evasion appears to be practiced ; 
and we are free to confess that it contains far more 
candour and fairness than we had anticipated in a 
work of this description. 

We feel confident that a careful perusal of the 
book will justify the conclusion, that the arguments 
which it contains are highly credible to the polemical 
talents of its author. — . 

~Under this impression, we cheerfully recommend 
it to the notice of the public, as the most clear and 
manly defence of the doctrine of a ruruRE LiMiTED 
PUNISHMENT that has ever fallen into our hands ; and 
one which ought to be carefully read and duly weigh- 
ed by every man who professes a belief in the final 
purification and happiness of the whole human fim- 
ily. 

Those, therefore, who wish to di this subject, 
may here find a fair opportunity of arriving at the ar- 
gument, without spending their time and strength in 
a tedious and uninteresting round of unmeaning pre- 
liminaries. 

Although we do not agree with Mr. Hudson in ‘all 
the sentiments which he has adyanced, still it would 
be ungenerous and unjust to withhold our commien- 
dation of a work which contains so much merit. 

We need only add—Let’ every man read, reflect 
and decide for himself. 


THE GOSPEL 
" The following letter received a few days since, 
from an intelligent and highly respectable gentleman, 
of Saco, Me. although probably not intended for pub- 
lication, we take the liberty of laying before our 
Lreaders, as it shews in some degree, the favourable 
manner in which our proposals for the Gospel Preach- 
er are received by the lovers of truth, and how far its 
value and usefulness is anticipated. 
[> With this letter, we received the names of 
TWENTY-FouR subscribers for the Gospel Preacher. 
Dear Sir, = © *~ 
With pleasure I have received your Propo- 
sals, for publishing a work entitled the Gos- 
pel Preacher ; I have used my influence and 
exertions, in obtaining subscribers. for the 
same:—it is a work which the lovers of tru 








\and. Rational Christianity have long desired 


much needed, especialy we; who are 





oracles of God.” When I consider, the va- 
rious schemes which are devised, by a bigot- 
ted, intolerent and aspiring priesthood, to 
impose upon the credulous and uns ing 
a belief in their contradictory and dis- 
honouring creeds I cannot refrain from calling 
aloud, upon every friend of divine revelation : 
to use his unwearied exertions,in extending the 
circulation of the Gospel Preacher, whic. ‘s 
so exceedingly well calculated. to advance 
the cause of the Redeemer, and to counter- 
act the pernicious designs, of those pious 
frauds and fabrications, which are so industri- 
ously circulated, among women and children, 
by a set of visionary enthusiasts, whose sup- 
port, is depending wholly upon their success, 
in frightening the timorous into a belief of 
of their imaginary hell, being fully persuaded 
that the Gospel Preacher in unison with other 
simmilar publications, will eventually over- 
throw the tottering fabrick of clerical super- 
stition ; I would earnesty recommend it to the - 
patronage, of those who feel disposed to con- 
tend for that faith which was once delivered 
to the saints.—accept, Dear Sir, my sincere 
wishes for the prosperity of the Gospel Preach- 
er, and may our Heavenly Father, richly re- 
ward your labours, in extending the pure 
principles of unadulterated truth: ~~ _ 
Your Brother in the faith. 








Rev. Davin Pickertne. 





FOM THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELEARY. 
“What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God ?—Micau vi.8. 

In these words is plainly comprised the 
whole duty of man. The prophet, as if he 
would exclude all other things, to show how 
few and simple the injunctions of God are, 
asks what other things God requires of man, — 
than barely to do justly, and to love mercy, and 
to walk: humbly with God. In idering 
these words of the prophet, we will notice, in 
due Order, 
I: What these things are 
for ; 

II. What to do justly signifies ; 

III. What is meant by loving mercy ; 

IV. What it is, to walk humbly with God. 
1. In the first place, then let us enquire 
what these things are required of us for ; that 
is,for what end or designGod hasrequired these 
things of us. If God is a being of infinite 
power, wisdom, and qoosmens {and the Bible 
plainly declares. that he is) and we are depen- 
dent on him for our existence, and for every 
thing of which we are possessed, it will follow, 
that nothing can be required of us-by such a 
being but what conduces .to our happiness.— 
For God, according to the scriptures, is a God 
of love, and can hence require nothing of us 
that is for our injury.. It is evident likewise, 
that God wills the happiness of his creatures, 
although there be found many evils in the cre 
ation which are destructive of that end. For 
though evils exist, it never appears to be the 


required of us 





destitute’ of a Minister, that “speaks as the 


object of contrivance, it is therefore the means 








pe CIIRISTIAN TELESCOPE AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. : 


One. 3 oe ae cere ee. se > ome —_ 











the relation of the witness* remains in full|cess, visionary doctrines, the displays of a! now as the first born trom the womb of nature, 


force ; and that the more silonce of the other 
authors of the written ition, cannot in 


the least degree invalidate his testimony on 
this point. 

I ly of @ testimony so express, 
how i is it in itself, that magistrates, 


who have great reason to dread an imposture, 
and who have in their hands the sneans to pre- 
vent it, will neglect to make use of those 
means! And if they have not made use of 
them, what reasons can | assign for their con- 
duct! 

It will appear still more probable, that those 
magistrates have taken all the necessary pre- 
cautions, if I have proofs that they = 
thought of the means of opposing the impos- 
ture. “Sir! we remember that that deceiver 
said, while he was yet alive, After three days 
I shall rise again. Command, therefore, that 
the sepulchre be made sure until the third 
day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal 
away the body, apd say unto the people he is 
risen from the dead. So the last error will be 
worse than the first.” 





FROM THE GREENFIELD HERALD. 
ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY. 

The following is an extract from a work 
recently published, entitled ““The Apocalypse 
of St. John; or prophecy of the rise, progress 
and fall of the Church of Rome, the Inquisi- 
tion, the French Revolution, the Universal 
War, and the final triumph of Christianity ; 
being anew Interpretation.” By Rev. George 
Croly. 

No conformity of circumstances can ac- 
count for the origin of Christianity. A Being, 
known to the world only as a Jewish peasant 
delivered a system of doctrine which over- 
threw not merely some feeble philosophy, or 
some harsh and unpopular superstition, but 
the theory and establishment of the state of re- 
ligion, guarded and fought for by the armed 
strength of the most powerful government of 
the greatest of all empires. ‘Thousands and 
tens of thousands owed their daily bread to 
their connexion with that religion. Millions 
on millions had indentified it with all their con- 
ceptions of life, of enjoyment, and of that ob- 
scure view in which the heathen saw a life to 
come. The notable families owed a large 
portion of their rank and influence to it. 
The emperior himself was the high priest. 
Old tradition, invigorating into living belief 
made it the pledge of safety to the empire— 
a sacred protector, without which the glories 
of Roman dominion were destined to inevit- 
able ruin. Yet, against this colossal and 
haughty erection—the consummate work of 
subtlety and strength—stood forth a solitary 
Being, and at his word the whole pile, the 
great fortress that towered up to heaven, came 
wall and gate to the ground. And by what 
means could this be done? By nothing that 
can find a parallel in the history of human im- 
pulse. Signal austerity, enthusiasm, wealth, 
military genius, the promise of splendid suc- 


sensual paradise, have :.ade prosleytes in bar- | 
the loose creeds of | 


barous ages, are amon 
contending heresies. t the Founder of 
Christianity cast away all those weapons of 
our lower nature. He shrank from no dec- 
laration of the most unpalatable truth. He 
told the Jew that his spiritual pride was a dead- 
ly crime. He declared that the cherished im- 
purity of the Gentile wasa deadly crime. 
He plucked up the temporal ambition of his 
followers by the roots, and told them, that if 
they were to be prot it must be through the 
grave.—In the full view of unpopularity, de- 
sertion and death, He pronounced upon 
Jews the extinction of their national existence 
to the disiples, their lives of persecution. At 
the time of his death, his — had ae 
passed beyond his dispi vince ; 
when it at length reached Sone it was 
known only in contemptous connection with 
that of a crowd of unfortunate men con- 
demned to the rack andthe flame. Yet, with- 
in the life of man, His religion was constitu- 
ted the worship of emperor and people; 
His doctrines were acknowledged as inspira- 
tion, and the civilized world bowed down be- 
fore him asthe most exalted and sublime image 
of that God, whom the heaven and the heav- 
en of heavens, cannot contain.—Those won- 
ders are the mightiest phenomena on which 
the spirits of man gaze ; the stars of our mor- 
al twilight, and worthy of our loftiest admi- 
ration, till the gates of the grave shall be 
unbarred, and the vision of glory shall spread 
before us without a cloud.“ 





EXTRACT FROM A SCOTCH PREACHER’S 
SHRMON. 

Twice had the sun gone down on the earth, 
and all as yet was quiet at the sepulchre; 
death held his sceptre over the Son of God ; 
still and silent the hours passed on ; the gaurds 
stood by their posts, the rays of the midnight 
moon gleamed'on their helmets and on their 
spears ‘ the enemies of Christ exulted in their 
success, the hearts of his friends were sunk 
in despondency and sorrow; the spirits of 
glory waited with anxious suspense to behold 
the event, and wondered at the depth and the 
ways of God. At-length the morning star, 
arising in the east, announced the approach of 
light; the third day began to dawn on the 
world, when ona sudden the earth trembled to 
its centre, and the powers of Heaven were 
shaken; an angel of God decended ; the guards 
shrunk back from the terror of his presence, 
and fell prostrate on the ground. His coun- 
tenance was like lightning, and his raiment 
was as white as snow; he rolled away the 
stone from the door of the sepulchre, and sat 
on it. But who is this that cometh from the 
‘tomb, with dyed garments from the bed of 
death _—He that is glorious in his appearance, 
walking in the greatness of his strength! it is 
thy Prince, oh Zion! Christian, it is your- 
Lord !—He hath trodden the wine press ; 
he hath stained his raiment with blood; but 








he meets the morning of his ressurrection.— 
He arises, a conqueror from the grave ; he re- 
turns with blessings from the world of spirit~, 
he brings salvation to the ye py = Nev- 
er did the ing sun usher in a day so glo- 
rious! It wes the ju of the universe! The 
morning stars sang , and all the son« 
of God shouted for joy! The Father of mer- 
cies looked down from his throne in the Heav- 
ens with complacency; he beheld his world 
restored—he saw his work, that it was good. 
Then did the desert rejoice, the face of nature 
was gladdened before him, when the blessings 


the | of the Eternal descended,as the dews of heav- 


en, for the refreshing of the nations. 


Telescope and Miscellany. 


“ Earnestly contend for the faith.” 











Provinence, Saturvay, Oct. 13, 1827: 





REMARKS 
Uponthe Circular Letter of the Hudson River Asso- 
ciation. 

This Letter commences by a reference to the fz- 
vour of God, in blessing them with a session in the 
bonds of peace. From the imtelligence which we 
have received, however, we should be led to think 
that the session was somewhat disturbed by an un- 
pleasant detail, though we cannot say but all the le- 
bours were pleasant to the Moderator. 

Appearances do not favour the belief, that the dif- 
ficulties, there introduced and discussed, are settled, 
or that they are brought to a conclusion so just that 
the parties are mutually satisfied with the decision 
of the Council. Of the merit of the complaints pre- 
ferred for the consideration of that body, we shall of- 
fer no decision of our own at present. The particu- 
lar feature of this letter, which we think deserves at- 
tention, is found in the second paragraph. ‘“Experi- 
ence has taught us, that we have great need of cau- 
tion, that we may be suitably guarded both against 
the attacks of our numerous and determined enemies 
without ; and those more forminable and dangerous 
enemies within ourselves: These last would lead us 
blindfolded to all the fatal exposures which the for- 
mer can desire.” ' 

Whether by the /atter class, the Moderator intend- 
ed to designate the Prince-Street Church, or Rev. 
Mr. Kneeland, we are not informed : If the Church 
were intended, it leaves us to conclude, that in the 
Moderator’s opinion, they ought not to have exposed: 
what they considered a course of inconsistency and 
down-right deeeption, when such a course waswilfully 


persisted in, against their warnings and admonitions: 


But the Church, it seems, were of a different opinion; 
and soare we. We think it is betterto open a wound 
in season, than to suffer the inflamation to increase + 
or even to amputate a limb, rather than suffer the in~ 
fection to spread and 
It is quite evident that he gave them reason to be- 
lieve that he disregarded the authority of the inspired 
writers : Under this conviction they would have act~ 


ed an unworthy and hypocritical part to have held — 


their peace. Had they have been silent, they might 





fatally destroy the whole body: 
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have been justly suspectod oj indifference to the 
truth, or even of infidelity. When any man, there- 
fore, discovers down-right infidelity lurking under 
the mask of Christian profession, he cannot act an 
henost and consistont part without giving it his dis- 
countenance and an exposure fir the benefit of all. 

The Moderator seems to think that such a dinc!o- 
anre will excite the exultation of our enemies wit hor | 
Well, suppose it does : what is the consequence >— 
The anewer is, they are furnished with an inconirn- 
vertible evidence that the Prince-Street Church will 
not countenance a preachor unless he gives full proof 
that he is hearty and sincere in his belief of the 
scriptures And would this prove an injury to our 
cause? Would it afford any just ground of exulta- 
tion to our enemies ? So far from this is the fact, 
that it must be the very means of silencing their re- 
proaches, inasmuch as it proves the sincere attach- 
ment of the Prince-Street Church to the scriptures 
of inspiration. But suppose that Church were to 
countenance burlesque upon the scriptures, or upon 
certain parts ofthe historical, prophetic and apostoli- 
cal writings : what would the enemies of our faith be 
authorized to think and say? Why, they might just- 
ly adopt the adage ; “like priest, like people”—all 
deists without the honesty to acknowledge the fact ! 
We have no doubt that our enemies would rejoice, 
most heartily, to have infidelity preached and coun- 
tenanced in al] our Churches ; and this wo uld speed- 
ly accomplish the object of their wishes ; the certain 
ruin of all our societies. But here they are furnished 
with an example which tells them that they will look 
in vain for the object of their desires. 


Finally, we are fully convinced that it is aduty de- 
volving upon every Society and Church of our order 
to keep a watchful eye upon all the Pastors among 
them, and whenever they give indications of unbelief, 
in matters of revelation, to admonish them faithfully, 
and in case they persist therein, to dismiss and open- 
ly expose them. But every attempt to veil such de- 
ceptive evils only tends to strengthen the hands of 
infidelity, and accelerate the disgrace of our order. 
Hence the necessity of watchfulness and prayer, that 
we may be kept from the power of temptation, and 
saved from the evil and the punishment of being 
“ partakers of other men’s sins.” 





HUDSON'S LETTERS. 

Having obtained a copy of this work a few days 
since, we have given it a patient and candid perusal : 
and as it has been a subject of some controversy in 
the columns of this paper, we think it but just to of- 
fer a few remarks upon its character and merits. 

It is a book of 307 pages, containing Nine Letters, 
addressed to Rev. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, Mass. 
upon the subject of ruruRE RETRIBUTION. 


The first letter, besides some introductory remarks, 
contains a fair statement of the question at issue be- 
tween Mr. Hudson and Mr. Ballou, and the method 
for conducting the argument. 

The second, contains a statement of Mr. B's. sys- 
tem. 

The third, embraces an-examination of Mr. B’s. 
&rguments in support of no future punishment. 

The fourth, contains a statement of the doctrine of 
future retribution. 





The fifth, is devoted to prove the dostrine of a fu- 
ture 

The sixth, is a collection of scripture proofs of « 
‘uture retribution. 

The seventh, is employed to show by different 
kinds of evidence, the strong prubability of future 
reward for virtue ; and of future misery for viee. 

The eight, is devuted to the consideration of euch 
objections as have been urged by Mr. B. and others 
against the doctrine of future rewards and punish- 
ments. 

The ninth, compares the moral influence of the 
two systems, with some concluding remarks. 

Of this work, we are happy to say, it is written in 
a clear and manly style, and bears every mark of can- 
dour and fairness. 

A full and unvarnished statement of Mr. Ballou's 
system, as well ashis own, is given without the least 
reserve, and the arguments of Mr. Ballou are met in 
a direct form. No evasion appears to be practiced ; 
and we are free to confess that it contains far more 
candour and fairness than we had anticipated in a 
work of this description. 

We feel confident that a careful perusal of the 
book will justify the conclusion, that the arguments 
which it contains are highly credible to the polemical 
talents of its author. 

Under this impression, we cheerfully recommend 
it to the notice of the public, as the most clear and 
manly defence of the doctrine of a FuruRE LIMITED 
PUNISHMENT that has ever fallen into our hands ; and 
one which ought to be carefully read and duly weigh- 


ed by every man who professes a belief in the final | 


purification and happiness of the whole human fam- 
ily. j 

Those, therefore, who wish to discuss this subject, 
may here find a fair opportunity of arriving at the ar- 
gument, without spending their time and strength in 
a tedious and uninteresting round of unmeaning pre- 
liminaries. 

Although we do not agree with Mr. Hudson in all 
the sentiments which he has advanced, still it would 
be ungenerous and unjust to withhold our commien- 
dation of a work which contains so much merit. 

We need only add—Let’ every man read, reflect 
and decide for himself. 


THE GOSPEL PREACHER. 

" The following letter received a few days since, 
from an intelligent and highly respectable gentleman, 
of Saco, Me. although probably not intended for pub- 
lication, we take the liberty of laying before our 
readers, as it shews in some degree, the favourable 
manner in which our proposals for the Gospel Preach- 
er are received by the lovers of truth, and how far its 
value and usefulness is anticipated. 

(> With this letter, we received the names of 
TWENTY-FouR subscribers for the Gospel Preacher. 
Dear Sir, 

With pleasure I have received your Propo- 
sals, for publishing a work entitled the Gos- 
pel Preacher ; I have used my influence and 
exertions, in obtaining subscribers. for the 
same:—it is a work which the lovers of truth, 
and Rational Christianity have long desired 
and much needed, especialy we; who are 
destitute’ of a Minister, that “speaks as the 





oracles of God.” When I consider, the va- 
rious schemes which are a 
= to 
a belief in their aud God din 
creeds I cannot from calling 


to use his extending the 

of the Gospel Preacher, whic: ‘s 
80 well calculated. to advance 
the cause of the Redeemer, and to counter- 
act the of those pious 
frauds fabrications, which are so industri- 


ously circulated, among women and children, 
by a set of visionary Le nny Gy sup- 
, is depending w ir success, 
Pn fi htening the timo _ a belief 
of their i hell, bei y persuade 
that the Gospel Preacher ioutban with other 
simmilar publications, will eventually over- 
throw the tottering fabrick of clerical super- 
stition ; I would earnesty recommend it to the 
patronage, of those who feel disposed to con- 
tend for that faith which was once delivered 
to the saints.—accept, Dear Sir, my sincere 
wishes for the prosperity of the Gospel Preach- 
er, and may our Heavenly Father, richly re- 
ward your labours, in extending the pure 
principles of unadulterated truth. ~ - 
Your Brother in the faith. 





Rev. Davin Pickerine. 





FOM THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELEARY. 

“What doth the Lord require of thee, but to de 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God ?—Micaun vi.8. 

In these words is plainly comprised the 
whole duty of man. The prophet, as if he 
would exclude all other things, to show how 
few and simple the injunctions of God are, 
asks what other things God requires of man, 
than barely to do justly, and to love mercy, and 
to walk: humbly with God. In considering 
these words of the prophet, we will notice, ini 
due Order, é 

I. What these things are required of us 
for ; 

II. What to do justly signifies ; 

III. What is meant by loving mercy ; 

IV. What it is, to walk humbly with God. 

1. In the first place, then let us enquire 
what these things are required of us for ; that 
is,for what end or designGod hasrequired these 
things of us. If God is a being of infinite 
power, wisdom, and » a {and the Bible 
plainly declares that he is) and we are depen- 
dent on him for our existence, and for every 
thing of which weare possessed, it will follow, 
that nothing can be required of us-by such a 
being but what conduces .to our happiness.— 
For God, according to the scriptures, is a God 
of love, and can hence require nothing of us 
that is for our injury. It is evident likewise, 
that God wills the happiness of his creatures, 
although there be found many evils in the cre 
ation which are destructive of thatend, For 
though evils exist, it never appears to be the 





object of contrivance, it is therefore the means 
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sumed and exercised a power foreign to their 
character; and which displayed a most domi- 
neering spirit over the rights and privileges, 
which are the inherent possession of a politi- 
cally and religiously free people. If Mr. K. 
is displeased with my severities, he should be 
warned by them, of the danger of such steps 
—that an open assumption of power, or a sub- 
version of rights, will not be borne with pa- 
tience by us; nor, unless we are mistaken in 
their characters, by our brethren. And Uni- 
versalist, of all people, are and ought to be 
the most scrupulous of their rights and privi- 
leges, of any sect of Christians ; for relying, as 
they do, upon the liberality of their views, 
and the benevolence of their actions for suc- 
cess, every assumption of those rights by in- 
dividuals or members of their body, is direct!y 
calculated to destroy their existence. S. 





To Corresponpents.—We tender our thanks to 
several friends who have politely furnished us with 
communications, and invite a continuance of their 
favours. Those on hand shall be attended to as con- 
venience permits. “A. F.” is requested to renew his 
favours, upon our promise to remove the difficulties 
of which he complains. 

7“A Srecrator” is hereby informed that his 
communication shall be inserted, if he will furuish 
us with the nafme of the writer. 


Poetry. 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
Why should th’ all-good, all-wise Supreme 
Create one soul for endless pain ? 

Why should He raise a part to heaven, 
And in despair let part remain ? 








Sure Eartn is not man’s final home— 
This realm of strife and care and pain— 
There is another, higher dome, 

Where he forever shall remain. 


“Not made with hands,” there’s no decay ; 
Not built on earth, there’s no despair ; 
There is no cloud to dark the day ; 

There is no pain nor sorrow there ! 


Why was man made if but to weep, 
The prey of passion and of pride ; 
To pine in misery long and deep, 
Then sink in Time’s oblivious tide. 


Or, worse than all, when he has borne 

Woes that no human tongue could tell, 

And mourned while life was left to mourn— 
To sink to an eternal Hell ! 


It cannot be,—Gop never made 

A being for eternal pain ; 

His image on Man’s ror He laid— 
That Semblance will He mar again ? 


Tis His own seal ; to man alone, 
This everlasting pledge was given ; 
And He will raise it to His throne, 
To shine eternally in heaven ! 


the three. 


PAacvied, 


In this town, on Sunday, Mr. Simvet Mewro, to | 
Miss Saran Aupricu, of Seekonk. ; 
On Thursday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Pickerin~, | 


Bayes,all of this town. 

In Newpout,. by the fev. Mr. Torrv. Mr. Arson | 
H. Laxr, to Miss Exvizanetn A: ns Buroick, all of 
Newport. 

In Little Compton,on Sunday evening Jast, Mr. 
Bengzamin F. Wirpsovr, to Miss Agsey Taytor, 
daughter of Mr. Stephen Taylor. 

In Killingly, Conn. on Sunday evening, 30th ult. 
by John Dixon, Esq. Col. Isnaxt Puituips, to Mrs. 
Lucy AneGe xt, all of Scituate. 

In North-Kingston, on Sunday evening last, by | 
Rev. William Northup, Mr. Saucer WratHerey, to 
Mrs. Avis Arso.p, of Pawiucket, and formerly of 
this town. 

Bied, 

In this town, on Tuesday last, Witt1am A. son of 
Mr. Josern W. Dexter, aged 16 months. 

On Monday, Epwarp Jones, youngest son of E. 
J. Matuetr, Ese. 

On Friday evening, Mrs. Anny Kees, wife of 
Mr. Jos1an Keene, in her 42d year. 

On Thursday evening, 4th inst. Amey WatTER- 
man, infant daughter of Col. Isaac Mathewson. 

In Cranston, on Monday, Ist inst. Miss Saran 
Marsu, oldest daughter of the late Joel Marsh, in 
the 34th year of her age. 

In recording the demise of this interesting lady, it 
is but just to say, she wasendowed with a ‘king and 
amiable disposition, with a mind richly cultivated, 
which rendered her an agreeable and instructive com- 
panion. Afflicted with consumptive complaints for 
a long time, she indulged herself with fond hope of 
regaining her health; but such was the will of the 
wise Disposer of events, after a few wecks of severe 
distress, which she bore with almost unexampled pa- 
tience and fortitude, she departed to another and a 
better world, feeling that through the goodness of 
God’s grace, she should be happy in the Lord. She 
has left a widowed mcther, to mourn the loss of an 
amiable daughter ; brothers and sisters, and friends 
and neighbours, of an agreeable companion. 

[ Communicated.] 

In Hopkinton, on Wednesday, 19th inst. Saran C. 
Green, of Jamestown, aged 47 years. 








And for Sale at this Office, A Series of Trtieen, 
addressed to Rev. Hosa Batxov, of Boston; being a 
vindication of the Doctrine of A FUTURE RET- 
RIBUTION, against the principal arguments used by 
him,Mr. Ba.rovr, and others. By Cuartes Hupson, 
Pastor of a church in Westminster, Mass. Printed 
by D. Watson, Woodstock, Vt. 307 pages 8vo. Price 
$1, bound and lettered. 


i LOST 0 
ON Sunday Evening last, between the Town 
Pumps at the north end and the Rev. Mr. Picxerixe’s 


Meeting-House, A LADIES’ ORKED 
MUSLIN v with a Baeasr- 
in attached thereto. The er will be satisfacto- 


rily compensated for his trouble, by leaving the same 
with Josian Sxow, or at this offies. 6 
September 29. 


A ROLLER, 








Pp. 
this office ; price, $15, if applied for imi 


THREE SERMONS 
Delivered at Southold, L. J. on the following sub- 
jects ; 1. On the fall of man. 2. On the person and 
mission of Christ. 3. On the final restoration of all 
men to holiness and iness ; by Rev. Z. Gorp- 
smiTH, for sale at this 6. Price, 25 cents for 











Mr. Jounx W. Sauxpers, to Miss Cuaktotte C iy 


Nearly new, and in complete order, may be had at F 
immediately. 


PROPOSALS 


FOR PUBLISHING A MONTHLY PAMPHLET ENTITLED 


The Gospel Preacher. 


the Publisher of the Curistian TeLescore anp 
Jyiversatist Misce.nany, as the means of dissein- 
inating the pure principles of Universalism, and of 
subverting the deleterious effects of the numerous 
sectarian tracts, with which our land is at present 
completely inundated, and which he conceives to be 
only calculated to poison the inquiring mind, and to 
render it the passive, and desponding subject of error, 
doubt and tormenting fears ; proposes publishing by 
subscription, a monthly pamphlet of 16 pages, octavo, 
entitled THE GOSPEL REACHER ; each No. 
to contain two Original Sermons; from the pens of 
living Universalist Ministers, and each designed to 
give a clear and full explanation of some passage of 
Holy-writ, and to explain the true principles of the 
Gospel as unders by Universalists. 

This work will be issued on the most economical 
plan, so that it may be afforded at such a price, as to 
ensure its gratuitous circulation by such individuals 
as may be disposed to forward the important object. 

CONDITIONS. 

THE GOSPEL PREACHER, will be published 
on the first Wednesday of each month, handsomely 
printed on fine r, and neatly stitched in coloured 
covers, and w sent to subscribers at $1 per. 
year im advance ; and whenever 1000 subscribers are 
obtained, the Publisher pledges himself to reduce the 
price to 75 cents. 

The work will be commenced as soon as a suffic- 
ient number of subscribers are obtained to warrant 
the undertakin g 

{c7’ Agents for the Telescope and eae 
eque to use their influence in ining i 
bers for the Gosrpes Preacner, and to act as Agents 
for the same. (CF Every 5th. copy allowed to those 
who obtain 4, or more subscribers, and become ac- 
countable for the same. 

(LC? Subscriptions to be returned by the first of No- 
vember, neat, to JOHN S. GRELNE, Publisher 
of the TELESCOPE and MISCELLANY, Progi- 

nce, R. ‘ 


RI. 
September 8th, 1827. 


SAMUEL W. WHEELER, 


Has for sale, at 110 1-2, Wesminister-street, 
The following Books, and Pamphlets. 
The Christian Telescope, vols. 1 and 2 bound. 
Ballou’s Notes on the ables. 
do. Letters to Walion and Buckminister. 





se Sermons on various subjects. 

6 Chatechism, 4th Edition. 
Balfour’s, Ist and 2 Inquiry. 

ae Reply to Sabine. 


Kneeland and McCalla’s controversy. 
do. Translation of the New Testament, 
se Sermons on various subjects. 
. Fattering’s Hymn Books in plain and ornamental 
in: 


do. Reply to Dr. Carpenter. 


do. Sermons on various subjects. 
Thompson’s Chrtstian Guide. 
do Lectures. 


Life of Rev. John  Epinpe! - 

Six Sermons, by an Episco lergyman. 
Canfield’s de A of Hawes’ Letters. 

Se of Truth and Pleasure of Light. 

A... ittemore’s Dialogue on 25th Chapter of Mat 
ew : 


do. Chatechism. 
Hudsons’ Letters to Rev. Mr. Ballou. 


itz. 
Many of the above will be sold very low. 
ee: perme | od the Christian Inte! 
cer, quirer, Universalist Magazine; Gee 
i Peale, and Christian Telescope. 

Persons having Books or Pamphlets, loaned are 5¢ 
quested to return them. 


&@ Job Printing done at this office. 








‘Sermons by Rev. Mesers Dean, Bisbe, Streeter and 


Bg) 


